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SPOT LIGHT

June 2026

powerhouse theatre

Recent Powerhouse Events

May 4™ - All Candidates Meeting

May 4™ 10 pm - May 6™ 10 pm - Electronic Voting Open

May 17™ to 23™ - Ozone Festival in Oliver

May 20™ - Alice in Wunderland performed at Ozone

May 23™ - Ozone Banquet and Awards Dinner

May 29™ - Season Celebration and New Season Announcement
June 2™ - Playwrights'Group - Playreading of Joan Sasges'play

Upcoming Powerhouse Events

e June 8™ - deadline for nominations to the Board (President,
Director at Large Marketing and Director at Large Membership)

e June 9™ 5:30 pm - Mainstage Committee Meeting

e June 9™ 6:30 pm - Powerhouse Board Meeting

e June 12™ 7 pm - Play Reading: A 1940s Christmas Radio Play

e June 15™ 7 pm - All Candidates Forum

e June 15™ 10 pm to June 17™ 10 pm - Electronic Voting Open

e June 16™ 5:30 pm - Mainstage Committee Meeting

e June 23" 5:30 pm - Mainstage Committee Meeting

e June 30™ 5:30 pm - Mainstage Committee Meeting

e July 6™ to 11™ - Mainstage



New Members Elected to the Board for the 2026/27 Season

e VP Productions - Therese Parent
VP Facilities - Cara Nunn
Treasurer - John Lomas

Secretary - Trina Panich

Director at Large - Kristine Larsen

Alice in Wunderland Goes to Festival

After the successful run of Alice, it was time to strike the set and load
everything up into the 26 foot u-haul - well not quite everything. Absalom, our
13.5 foot catepillar puppet, needed his very own ride. Fortunately for him, and
the Alice team, Brotsky loaned them his trailer which was almost long enough.

The loading of the truck was quite the experience. As we looked at the pile of
stuff that needed to be loaded, there were many a question as to how we were
going to get it all into the truck. Our construction crew, John, Bob and Lorne,
took the lead and with the help of volunteers to lift the puzzle was solved.
They even had room for the puppets! Thanks go out o Ben McLean, John
McLean, Paul Lawson, Beckett Perry, Carson Perry, Don Dennison, Jordan
Donetelli and his friend (who I can't remember the name of - sorry), for their
strong arms and willingness o jump in and help out.

You may have noticed the truck parked by the side of the building for a few
days. That's because our building was rented out for the run of Little Mermaid
for the week before the Ozone Festival.

Finally, the big day was upon us and cast and crew along with our amazing set
and gargantuan catepillar were on their way to Oliver. Many of them left from
the theatre early Wednesday morning and travelled caravan style. This was a
good idea, as along the trip, Absalom's tarp came loose and his head was
bobbing around and it appeared that some pieces may be coming loose.
Fortunately, the driver was able to retarp him and he arrived safe and mostly
sound. For some reason, he likes to lose an eye every now and again.



The cast and crew all arrived before noon and with marching orders in hand,
they worked like a well-oiled machine to get the set unloaded (in 30 minutes)
and mounted on the much larger stage at the Venables Theatre (in 5 hours).
See the pictures below which reflect just a bit of the process. It was really
amazing and rewarding to see how effectively and efficiently the entire cast
and crew worked to get the set built and costumes refreshed before our
deadline.

Click the link to see a video Matt Royal
(AKA the White Rabbit) took of getting
Absalom into the theatre ... until he was
needed to do some lifting.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t7P9-ydLD8n6usAJkq0PQZAKKRuQxCbG/view?usp=sharing
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While most of the cast and crew were busy on the stage, Jess, Lily and Belinda
were in the booth trying to figure out the new lighting board that the theatre
had installed that no one knew about. Unfortunately the tech for Venables
Theatre was not available that week, so it didn't go smoothly. Jess put in a
great deal of time and effort during the planning stages of Alice to make sure
things would easily transfer from our tech to theirs and it just didn't work out.
She never gave up trying to get it to work, but when it came time for the show,
Jess and Belinda were forced to do much of the cues on the fly. They were real
troopers through a very challenging performance. Thank you ladies!

Before the night was over, the cast and crew had the monumental task of striking
the set and reloading it back into the truck and Abaslom back onto the trailer.
This time he was put in face first and face down. By 11 pm we were off to our
hotel rooms for a few hours sleep before an early breakfast and the coffee
critique. Virtually all of the cast and crew were able to attend which was terrific,
because they got to discuss their experiences and processes with the adjudicator,
Katrina Dunn. For her part Katrina offered compliments for the work and some
specific suggestions for how it could be improved. It was a good learning
opportunity for all involved.



At the Awards Banquet, the team received a number of awards:

Best Set Design - Cara Nunn and her construction tfeam

Best Set Decor - Raine Simon and her crew

Best Costumes - Joan Sasges and her crew

Best Puppetry - Cara Nunn, her puppet making crew and the cast members
that brought them to life
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While Alice did not win best play at Ozone, Alice was selected to be the
workshop play at Mainstage 2026 on July 6-8 at Powerhouse Theatre. It will be
performed on Monday afternoon at 2 pm, workshopped with Tamara McCarthy
and then performed again on Wednesday afternoon at 2 pm. Tickets to the
shows will be available at the door for $10, cash/debit/credit.

Right after the July 8th show, the set will be struck for the final time.



2025-26 Season Celebration and Announcement of 26-27 Season

On May 29th Powerhouse held a gathering to celebrate the

2025-26 Season, which was deemed very successful. All of

the people involved in each production were acknowledged for

their dedication and hard work in the productions. Attendees

were quizzed on their knowledge of each of the shows. A new

a® feature to the event was asking attendees three questions:

¢ What was your favourite show Powerhouse has ever
performed?

e What is your favourite thing about Powerhouse?

e What play would you like to see Powerhouse do in the
future?

The host of the event, Jeff Kirkhmam, read out a number of responses from each of
the questions. The responses to the first question brought back memories for many
of the attendees. Many of the responses to the second question mentioned the
people they've met and worked with and the sense of community they feel at
Powerhouse. The responses to the final question will provide some valuable
information to the Board and the Artistic Committee when selecting future shows.
One response that appeared multiple times was "more musicals".

Then it was time to reveal the 2026-27 Powerhouse
Season.

* A 1940's Christmas Radio Play - Director: TBA
* Clue - Director: Jeff Kirkham

e |es Belles-sceurs - Director: Ben McLean (Festival
Play)

While it was not announced during the Season
Celebration, Powerhouse will be producing another
dinner theatre show. It is still in the planning stages.
Scotty will be mentoring 2 new directors: Will Cullen
and Heather Leask during this production.

Playwrights Group - 1°' Tuesday of the month 6:30 pm

On June 2nd, a group of members joined the regular meeting of the Playwrights' Group
to do a reading of A Matter of Change by Joan Sasges. It was a terrific evening with
lots of laughter and outrage at one of the characters. Joan and the group thank the
members for taking part as it really helps them to hear their work spoken aloud by
other voices.



Mainstage 2026 July 6™ to 11™

Monday, July 6th
e 1:00 - 4:00 Workshop - Kathryn Shaw - No Fear Shakespeare
e 2:00 - 4:30 Workshop Play - Powerhouse Theatre's Alice in Wunderland performed
at Powerhouse Theatre $10 per ticket payable at the door cash/debit/credit
e 6:30 President's Reception at VPAC
e 7:30 Play Literate Society presents West Moon at VPAC
e 9:00 - 11:30 Green Room at Vernon Curling Club

Tuesday, July 7th
e 10:00 - 12:00 Coffee Critique - Robinson Wilson on West Moon
e 1:00 - 4:00 Workshop - Kathryn Shaw - Monologue Mania
e 7:30 Winning Play from the Central Interio Zone (TBA) at VPAC
e 9:00 - 11:30 Green Room at Vernon Curling Club

Wednesday, July 8th
e 10:00 - 12:00 Coffee Critique - Robinson Wilson on CIZ play (TBA)
e 1:00 - 4:00 Workshop - Kathryn Shaw - Be in the Moment Acting
e 2:00 - 4:30 Workshop Play - Powerhouse Theatre's Alice in Wunderland performed
at Powerhouse Theatre $10 per ticket payable at the door cash/debit/credit
e 7:30 Langley Little Theatre presents Corker at VPAC
e 9:00 - 11:30 Green Room at Vernon Curling Club

Thursday, July 9th

10:00 - 12:00 Coffee Critique - Robinson Wilson on Corker

10:00 - 12:00 New Play Workshop - Vicki Stroic with Carolina Moon at Powerhouse
1:00 - 4:00 Workshop - Kathryn Shaw - So You Want to Direct

1:.00 - 4:00 New Play Workshop - Vicki Stroic with Carolina Moon at Powerhouse
7:30 Nanaimo Theatre Group presents Two Rooms at VPAC

e 9:00 - 11:30 Green Room at Vernon Curling Club

Friday, July 10th
e 10:00 - 12:00 Coffee Critique - Robinson Wilson on Two Rooms
e 1:00 - 4:00 Presentation: Global Majority: What Does it Mean?
e 7:30 Mercury Players presents Timepiece at VPAC
e 9:00 - 11:30 Green Room at Vernon Curling Club

Saturday, July 11th
e 10:00 - 12:00 Coffee Critique - Robinson Wilson on Timepiece
e 12:30 - Theatre BC AGM Registration at Marie Fleming Hall in VPAC
e 1.00 - 3:00 Theatre BC AGM at Marie Fleming Hall in VPAC
e 6:30 - 10:00 Banquet and Awards Ceremony at Vernon Schubert Centre



If you want to attend any of the acting or directing workshops by Kathryn Shaw
you will need to register on line at theatrebc.org. Space is limited so register soon.
$40/workshop

If you want to buy tickets for a show or a festival pass, they are available through
ticketseller.ca. $40/show Discounts available for seniors, or purchasing 3 or 5
shows.

There is also an opportunity for people to be included in the Director's Lab being
led by Tamara McCarthy. These are connected to the Workshop Play and the
New Play workshop. You will be working with Powerhouse Theatre's production of
Alice in Wunderland as well as the new play Carolina Moon. Director's Lab
sessions are July 6-8 from 12:30 - 5:00 and July 9 from 10-4. $160. Register on
line with theatrebc.org.

Calling all Volunteers - Mainstage 2026 July 6™ to 11™

Heather Leask and Sharon Pratico are the volunteer coordinators for Mainstage. If you
would like to volunteer you can reach out to them. If they are short of volunteers, you
can expect 1 or the other may reach out to you to fill some spots.

This is a big endeavor to manage and requires a lot of help from our theatre community
to make it run smoothly for the participants and the patrons. Remember, many hands
make light work!

ATt this point, we know many of the volunteer roles we need to fill on specific dates and
times. They are listed below. If you see a role and date/time that works for you,
please send it to Heather Leask at hmleask@gmail.com right away, as spots will
hopefully fill up quickly. If you have flexibility in when you can volunteer and what roles
you are willing to fill, please include that in your email. Once the schedule is mostly full,
you will receive a draft schedule that you will be able to confirm still works for you.

In appreciation for your volunteering you will receive

e 1 ticket to 1 show for volunteering 4 hours
 a festival pass to all 5 shows for volunteering 20+ hours



# of People

Role Each Shift/Day Date Time
somoTeersos | 2| ST | e beto e dowen
50/50 Ticket Sales 2 July 11 bez?gg 2;”?";;:;:\”
Coffee Critique 1 July 7, 8, 9, 9:00 am - 10:30 am
Support 10,11
Workshop Host 1 oo 12:30 pm - 4:00 pm
Grmton | [ s o
Wi’;'c‘igfpsz:z - 1 Tuly 6, 8 1:15 - 2:15
Wg’;':iha'z:;z - 2 July 6, 8 1:45 - 4:00
New Play Host 1 July 10 9:30 - noon
New Play Host 1 July 10 12:45 - 4:00
st | otlenr | oo || auyotoom i

Note: There may be additional volunteer roles added between now and the festival.




Contact the Editor
Please reach out to me at hmleask@gmail.com with ideas about what you would
like to see included in upcoming newsletters, as well as any condolences or well
wishes you would like included.
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